
FRAMING QUEST IONS

What questions to ask as we disrupt colonial scripts?  

How might we apply critical epistemology lessons to research design? 

How do the theories from this week help you think further about your research interests and the

methodological approach you may adopt?

On what grounds are questions addressed to assert careful attention to the power relations present? 

Part of our task, part of creative praxis, is to also honor the creative text as a
theoretical text. If we are committed to relationality and interhuman dialogue, if we
are committed to academic practices that disobey disciplines, then the song, the
groove, the poem, the novel, the painting, the sculpture must be relational to theory
and praxis. These kinds of strategies (...) provide intellectual spaces that define black
humanity outside colonial scripts.

- Katherine McKittrick
10 minutes discussion:



ENTRING THE F IELDWORK

Ongoing process of negotiation – meaning, power and knowledge

Carry the “residues of meaning” (Encarnación Gutierrez Rodriguez) that remain circulating 

Keep addressing to power unbalances, for example: “researching on” objects of study OR

“researching with” participants

Understand concepts and roles in depth: community, participants, literature, researcher,

authorship 

Does not stop when the fieldwork ends

""decolonizing research strategies are less about the struggle for method and more
about the spaces that make decolonizing research possible."

- Miguel Zavala
 



Community  se l f-determinat ion is  a process
that ,  in  the most  radical  of  ways – such as

amongst  the Māor i  in  New Zealand,
peasants  in  Colombia ,  and autonomous

organizat ions in  sett ler  societ ies  – is
a l ready being undertaken as part  of
communit ies ’  surv ival ,  recovery ,  and

developmental  processes .
( . . . )

What is  asked for  here is  for  Indigenous and
Raza scholars  to  become students  of  the

format ion of  grassroots  organizat ions that
are generat ing al ternat ive ,  col lect ive

educat ion and research projects .
-  Miguel  Zavala

DEF IN ING COMMUNITY



THE TERMS OF DECOLONIAL  RESEARCH

Decolonising research strategies from below (Miguel Zavala)

Open the floor for a conversation on the D-word: The decolonial move

strategic planning

documenting and use of local knowledge

choosing forms of communication

consider the struggle/ agenda/ social justice in the concepts and cosmovisions of

participants 

Avoiding misuses and abuses of the “D-word”: What is your decolonial contribution?

Responsibility for using the word and creating meaning around D-word.

 



◦How are we complicit to ongoing colonisation when

entering the field/ extracting information?

◦In your research or personal interests, how do you

situate r-words?

◦Do you link participants with humanity? How?

◦Do you link humanity with race, gender, class, nation,

(dis)ability?

◦Is there an aspect in your research that consider

researching Other-wise?

REFLEXIVE QUESTIONS

You give me fever, Abe Obedina
2022, acrylic on plywood 



“in the wake of the West’s second wave of imperial expansion, pari

passu with its reinvention of in Man now purely biologized terms, it

was to be the peoples of Black African descent who would be

constructed as the ultimate referent of the “racially inferior” Human

Other, with the range of other colonized dark-skinned peoples, all

classified as “natives,” now being assimilated to its category—all of

these as the ostensible embodiment of the non-evolved backward

Others—if to varying degrees and, as such, the negation of the

generic “normal humanness,” ostensibly expressed by and

embodied in the peoples of the West.”

Sylvia Wynter, 2003, pg 266.

How to break through this colonial legacy?

EXERCISE 1

Basquiat_Portrait



“Let’s travel with crude maps. Between theory and action

there may be correspondence, but there is no sequence. We

will not necessarily reach the same place, and many of us will

not even reach any recognizable place, but we share the

same starting point, and that’s enough. We are not all headed

to the same address, but we believe we can walk together for

a very long time.”

Buen Vivir Manifesto

So similar and so different – how is it possible?

EXERCISE 2 

Oswaldo Guayasamín_Ternura 



““Decoloniality also became an important referent in

the Caribbean Philosophical Association where it is

approached in relation to the idea of “shifting the

geography of reason”, which calls for a redefinition of

the main problems and sources of philosophy  in light

of a robust geography that considers the South as a

zone that produces theory and thought”. 

(Maltonado-Torres, 2016, pg 76)

How would you envision this practice? Think of

examples that can be useful to situate decoloniality

“shifting the geography of reason” in the context you

are researching at the moment.

EXERCISE 2 

Elizabeth Catlett_Sharecropper



THANK YOU!


